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TRAVEL

The drive south of Port Hedland 
provides much to see. From amaz-
ing scenery, huge road trains and 
their escort vehicles, to grey and not 
so grey nomads.  This is a must-see 
part of Australia.

Around six hours from Port Hedland 
is the mining town of Newman. For 
excellent local insights, go to the 
Visitor Centre. The staff are very 
friendly, knowledgeable and happy 
to answer any questions. There’s also 
a well-stocked gift shop – one of the 
best I’ve seen. It’s perfect if you’re 
looking for a souvenir.

Mt Whaleback, the ‘largest single 
pit iron ore mine in the world’ is a 
sight to behold.

BHP Billiton conducts mine tours of 
Mt Whaleback on certain days. 
It’s wise to book ahead. For the 
tour to go ahead, there must be at 
least four people. For safety rea-
sons, you must wear certain types 
of clothing.

At Radio Lookout, there's 
an excellent view over Mt 
Whaleback, Newman and the 
stunning surrounding country-
side. The red earth seems to 
stretch forever.

Accommodation for the night is 
10 kilometres out of town, close 
to the airport. Home to many 

miners, it's certainly a unique experi-
ence to stay.  The room was small but 
clean, with a label on the door: ‘Night 
Shift’. 

Meals are paid for on arrival at 
reception. Dinner is in the main hall 
and there’s a sumptuous buffet await-
ing with many choices. There were 
lots of miners eating dinner - and a 
few travellers. The miners left as soon 
as they finished their meal – they 
have to be up early. Breakfast is from 
4 – 7a.m.

Next morning, I see rows of white 
mini vans and utes with neon identi-
fying numbers on the side and safety 
flags on top.  All vehicles have a film 
of red dust on them.

Just down the road there’s a sign: 

‘Tropic of Capricorn’. It proves to be 
a good photo opportunity.

And nearby the roadhouse has 
excellent coffee.

Next stop was at Meekatharra. With 
a population of over 800 it’s a major 
supply centre for ‘the pastoral and 
mining area in the Murchison region 
of Western Australia’. 

It’s an easy wander around the town 
on the historic walk. I discover an out-
door picture theatre – said to be one 
of only a few remaining in Western 
Australia.

The ‘Meeka Lookout’ is a great 
place to take in the surrounds.

Anna runs the ‘Made In Meeka’ 
store. Her store is quite a treasure 
trove. It’s where you can buy maps, 

bottles, souvenirs, bling, flynets and 
‘rustiques’.  A sign outside her shop 
also advertises haircuts for you and 
your dog. She may not be there in the 
warmer months as it is ‘too hot’.

After a long drive it’s great to check 
into the welcoming Auski Inland 
Motel. Hosts Jenni and Simon have 
a motel that is clean and comfortable 
with an excellent restaurant. 

Further down the road is the town of 
Cue. Named after the prospector, Tom 
Cue, it has earned the title ‘Queen of 
the Murchison’, due to its importance 
in gold mining. The heritage buildings 
are one of the attractions.

The Mount Magnet Mining and 
Pastoral Museum, located around an 
hour from Cue, gives an interesting 

insight into the region. There are 
good, varied displays of rocks, as 
well as a gift shop. It’s worth the 
stop.

If you are wanting a different 
look at Western Australia the 
inland route, in the cooler months, 
is a great journey.

The Weeks’ have visited over 200 locations around 
Australia to come up with the best Australia has to offer 
and included tips, the hotspots and local knowledge. 
Two editions of Where To Retire In Australia have 
proved popular with practical advice, tips, maps, great 
photographs and covers recreation, real estate, climate, 
shopping, dining, transport, retirement villages, pet 
ownership… to name but a few of the essential topics they 
cover. The enterprising couple have travelled thousands 
of kilometres around Australia to find the best retirement 
spots. 
  To purchase a copy visit www.where2now.net

This is Australia‘s number one 
retirement lifestyle book 

Jill Weeks 
is the author 
of 21 Ways 
To Retire and 
co-author 
of Where 
To Retire In 
Australia and 
Retire Bizzi.  

She is a regu-
lar contributor 
to ABC radio.
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Clockwise from top left • Night skies near 
Cue. • Mount Magnet streetscape.  
• The Old Masonic Lodge located in Cue.
• Mount Magnet Mining and Pastoral
Museum. • Wooleen Station. • Cue.
• Aboriginal rock art at Walga Rock,
located near Cue.
Images courtesy Tourism Western
Australia.
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