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TRAVEL

It was a glorious sunny 
morning and I was stand-
ing in front of a shiny steel 
grain silo in Rupanyup, 
north-west Victoria, try-
ing to take the ‘perfect’ 
photo. This is not just any 
silo - it’s part of the ‘Silo 
Art Trail’ in north west 
Victoria. Covering 200 kilo-
metres, from Rupanyup 
to Patchewollock, the Art 
Trail consists of silos in six 
locations.

Rupanyup’s town sign tells 
you that it is a ‘town with 
pulse’ - a nod to the area’s 
bean, chickpea and lentil pro-
duction. It’s also the home of 
Australia’s first community 
bank.  

In this town of over 530 
people Julia Volchkova, a 
Russian street artist, has 
painted two local teenagers 
on the silo. She first saw the 
teens playing sport, and has 
captured their youth, determi-
nation and energy very well.

Next stop is the locality 
of Sheep Hills. The art work 
on the concrete silo is by the 
artist Adnate, who is well 
known for his work with 
the Aboriginal community. 

Adnate has painted four indig-
enous people. It’s a striking, 
colourful mural that invites 
you to look at it from differ-
ent angles.

Further up the road anoth-
er street artist, Guido van 
Helten, came to paint the silos 
in the tiny town of Brim. His 
painting shows four farmers 
and it’s said to ‘exemplify the 
strength and resilience of the 
local farming community’. A 
convoy of ‘grey nomads’ had 
also stopped here and were 
happily taking photos - one 
even used his drone to take 
aerial photos of the silos.

The fourth silo is at the 
locality of Rosebery. In the 
2016 Census, Rosebery had 
a population of 5. It’s been 
given publicity by former 
lawyer, street and contempo-
rary artist, Katie Kaff-eine. 
She has painted a young 
female farmer in a work shirt, 
jeans and boots, with a sim-
ilarly dressed stockman and 
his horse close by.

The township of Lascelles 
invites you to ‘eat, camp, 
relax’. Named after the 
‘King of the Mallee’, Edward 
Harewood Lascelles, it has 

silos painted on by Tyrone 
‘Rone’ Wright. The curved 
paintings are of local wheat 
famers Merrilyn and Geoff 
Horman. Their families have 
farmed in the area for four 
generations. 

Our Art Silo Tour concludes 
at Patchewollock - the name 
is said to originate from 
Aboriginal words meaning 
‘plenty’ and ‘porcupine grass’.  

The painting of local 
grain and sheep farmer, 
Nick Hulland stands tall in 
Patchewollock – 32 metres 
high in fact. Nick agreed to 
be on the silo to highlight the 
town and bring tourists to the 
area. Fintan Magee painted 
Nick looking out over the 
land, wearing a checked flan-
nelette shirt and clutching a 
small branch of a gum tree. 

Travelling the Silo Art Trail 
is not only an interesting trip 
to do, you are also helping out 
locals when you stop and buy 
a coffee, lunch, a newspaper 
or other items from locals. In 
these drought affected times, 
rural communities need help, 
and a trip to the Silo Art Tour 
is just one small way we can 
help.

The Weeks’ have visited over 200 locations around 
Australia to come up with the best Australia has to offer 
and included tips, the hotspots and local knowledge. 
Two editions of Where To Retire In Australia have 
proved popular with practical advice, tips, maps, great 
photographs and covers recreation, real estate, climate, 
shopping, dining, transport, retirement villages, pet 
ownership… to name but a few of the essential topics they 
cover. The enterprising couple have travelled thousands 
of kilometres around Australia to find the best retirement 
spots. 
  To purchase a copy visit www.where2now.net

This is Australia‘s number one 
retirement lifestyle book 

Jill Weeks 
is the author 
of 21 Ways 
To Retire and 
co-author 
of Where 
To Retire In 
Australia and 
Retire Bizzi.  

She is a regu-
lar contributor 
to ABC radio.
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