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TRAVEL

Starting off from Melbourne, it’s a 
relatively easy drive down the Geelong 
freeway. Along the way visit Werribee 
Park Mansion – former home of 
Scottish pioneers the Chirnside fami-
ly. There’s much to see including the 
gardens, and an open range zoo. A few 
kilometres along, it’s worth another 
stop at the Roraima Nursery. What a 
surprise!  Described as ‘blurring art 
and nature’, it’s like being in a mystical 
jungle of succulents and other exotic 
plants. It’s inspiring.

Continue driving south towards the 
picturesque coastal town of Queenscliff, 
but take a short detour to the Point 
Lonsdale lighthouse. The view across 
the entrance to Port Phillip Bay is spec-
tacular. You may see a container ship 
making its way through the dangerous 
‘Rip’.  

Queenscliff is, quite simply, charm-
ing. It’s an ideal town for walking, and 
there’s much to see. There are historical 
buildings, museums, fishermen’s cot-
tages, the splendid Vue Grand Hotel, 
antique, book and fashion shops as well 
as many options for dining. Queenscliff 
also has a Fort, and there are tours 
available. Built in the 1860’s, the Fort 
was built to defend the Port Phillip Bay 
entrance from invaders.

For a magnificent casual meal, head 
to the Trident Fish Bar in Gellibrand 
Street. The fish and chips have to be 
among the best in Australia. Take your 
meal to the park opposite or to the 
beach - if you can wait that long!

There is a 42 metre observation tower 
to climb at the Harbour, and you can see 

across to the Bellarine and Mornington 
Peninsulas. Tours, such as fishing or 
swimming with dolphins, leave from 
here. There are also shops and cafes to 
browse.

Afterwards, take the car ferry. It’s 
a short trip across to Sorrento, named 
after the Italian coastal town. Sorrento’s 
main street offers sophisticated shop-
ping and dining. There is a ‘calm’ beach 
and a surf beach, walking tracks, a well 
maintained park and it is home of the 
Sorrento Sailing Couta Boat Club - said 
to be the largest couta boat fleet in 
Australia.

A popular walk that offers wonderful 
views of the Bay, and a look into amaz-
ing coastal properties, is ‘Millionaires 
Walk’. The plants and animals you see 
along the way are wonderful too.

On the trip back to Melbourne drive 
up to Arthurs Seat. At over 300 metres 
high the area is popular with photogra-
phers, cyclists, runners and nature lov-
ers. In 2015, the ‘Arthurs Seat Eagle’ 
gondola ride opened. It offers breathtak-
ing views across Port Phillip Bay. On 
a clear day you can see Melbourne city 
buildings sparkling in the distance. 

The Eagle café offers delicious local 
produce and you have the choice of 
indoor or outdoor seating.  

The 34 hectare Seawinds garden is 
only a short walk from the ‘Eagle’. 
There are more amazing views. Several 
sculptures in the garden are by the 
famed sculptor and potter William 
Ricketts.

Port Phillip Bay -so much to see in a 
day.

The Weeks’ have visited over 200 locations around 
Australia to come up with the best Australia has to offer 
and included tips, the hotspots and local knowledge. 
Two editions of Where To Retire In Australia have 
proved popular with practical advice, tips, maps, great 
photographs and covers recreation, real estate, climate, 
shopping, dining, transport, retirement villages, pet 
ownership… to name but a few of the essential topics they 
cover. The enterprising couple have travelled thousands 
of kilometres around Australia to find the best retirement 
spots. 
  To purchase a copy visit www.where2now.net

This is Australia‘s number one 
retirement lifestyle book 

Jill Weeks 
is the author 
of 21 Ways 
To Retire and 
co-author 
of Where 
To Retire In 
Australia and 
Retire Bizzi.  

She is a regu-
lar contributor 
to ABC radio.

Travellers to Melbourne 
who want to see a lot in a 
day may consider a different 
day trip – a tour around 
Port Phillip Bay. It has lovely 
beaches, interesting flora, 
fauna and historic villages.

Around the Bay

IN A DAY
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